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Dear Friends and Partners in Ministry, 

Ready to See the End of the Sunday Quarantine 
This past month has been difficult for our church in many ways. We have been meeting on Saturday evenings due 
to the quarantine in our area each Sunday. As we wrote last month, many people are not able to attend on 
Saturdays due to work; therefore, our attendance has decreased, which can be discouraging. On the other hand, we 
believe our church is healthy in many ways. It does not appear to us that people do not want to come, but rather 
that they are unable to do so.  

A Church Without a Place to Meet 
Additionally, on August 5, the owner of the room we have been renting informed us that it would no longer be 
available. Basically, the pandemic and government restrictions have had a great negative impact on their business, 
and they do not have the income to cover their expenses. Therefore, as of August 16, we will be a church without 
a place to meet. We are thankful for the time we have had to meet in this room.  

The members of IBCV seem to be encouraged. We have always said that neither a room nor a building makes us a 
church. We, as Christians, are the body of Christ - His church. They seem to be holding on to that truth and resting 
in the providence of God. 

With faithful anticipation we are excited to see what God will do. With the Sunday quarantine still in place, and 
without a place to meet, we will most likely have our Sunday services using Zoom until God provides another 
solution. We are praying and exploring every possible option. Please be praying with us as we actively wait on the 
Lord to guide us.  

Baptism in July  
We had the privilege to baptize Ian on July 24. 
Just a few weeks earlier it was a great joy to 
listen to him explain his understanding of sin, 
of repentance, of who Jesus is, and of his need 
to trust in Jesus as his Savior and Lord. I had 
conversations with both Ian and his dad, 
Víctor, to make sure that Ian understood both 
salvation and the significance of baptism.  
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When talking with children, we want to do our best to know that they have a very 
clear understanding of the gospel. Therefore, we heavily rely on the parents to 
know whether or not a child truly understands the gospel and is ready to be 
baptized. We truly believe Ian has been transformed by “the gospel of the glory of 
the blessed God” (1 Timothy 1:11).  

Ministry Opportunities Among the Wounaan 
Almodio, the leader of a small indigenous community invited us to come and preach. Mary, Isaac, the Sturges 
(another family from IBCV), and I went on Saturday, July 31, to hold a church service. In this community named 
San Antonio (not Texas!), the majority of the 51 Wounaan (the name of the people group) residents profess 
salvation. Most of them are young in the faith, and they desire biblical teaching and help. Our prayer and desire is 
to return to San Antonio on a regular basis to provide teaching and guidance and help start a healthy local church.  

Prayer Requests 
• That the Panamanian government would lift the Sunday quarantine. 

• That God will provide a solution so that IBCV can meet together.  

• For the potential ministry opportunities in San Antonio and for the spiritual growth of the believers there. 

• That we, as a family, will remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose. 
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Left: Almodio (green shirt) and his family talking with Clip after the church service. 
Center: The church building in the community of San Antonio (we’re a little jealous 
right now). Right: Mary, Isaac, the Sturges, and Almodio walking back to the boat. 


